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Michigan Senate Passage of Legislative Package That 

Strengthens Vulnerable Adult Protection  

 
LANSING—Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel applauds the    

Michigan Senate for passing Senate Bill 922-925. This legislative     

package, championed by the Attorney General and the Department’s 

Elder Abuse Task Force, enhances protections for vulnerable adults by 

increasing penalties for abuse and financial exploitation, while also   

advancing programs aimed at bolstering prevention effort.  

 
“This legislative package is a critical step toward protecting the rights and           

well-being of our state’s vulnerable adults, Nessel said. “By addressing longstand-

ing issues that have caused immense hardship to countless elders and their fami-

lies, this package restores basic dignity to those most in need. I commend the   

Senate for passing this important legislation and remain committed to seeing the 

long-awaited reforms recommended by our Elder Abuse Task Force sent to the 

Governor’s desk.” 

 

More than 100,000 older adults in Michigan are victims of elder abuse. They      

experience abuse, neglect, and exploitation. Michigan residents seeking elder 

abuse resources are encouraged to call 800-24-ABUSE (22873), or 855-444-3911 to 

report suspected elder abuse. 



 

 
Board Member, Sanborn Gratiot Memorial Home 
Years of Service : 2011—2024 
Retired from the Department of Human Services, St. Clair County 
 
 
If I attempt to explain my inspiration to join the Board of Directors, it 
would be about a loving, affordable assisted living home taking         
labored breaths. Finances  were stretched beyond meeting the          
expenses, 10 of 29 rooms were vacant, and upgrades were needed. 
The question arose: Is this old girl worth saving? The answer was yes. Because this is a non-profit     
organization run by an administrator who believes that all people should have a nice place to live and 
be cared for like a favored relative. This was how SGMH was caring for my 94-year-old mother.  
 
I became a member of the Board of Directors in 2011, and my last day was September 30,2024.     
Having lived in Fort Gratiot, Michigan, for many years, I have always felt deeply connected to the   
Community and its well-being. Prior to joining the Board, I retired from the Department of Human  
Services (DHS) in 2008, where I served as interim Director of St. Clair County. During my time at DHS, I 
was actively involved in the Community Services Coordinating Body as well as various organizations 
and causes.  
 
I was also one of the founding members of the fund development committee for SGMH. As a group, 
we held confidence that we could raise money, fill the beds by promoting Sanborn in the community, 
and call on family and friends to volunteer time to support upgrades to the rooms. The largest project 
I worked on was finding money to replace the old, tired boiler heating system. Many people helped in 
different ways. My teenage granddaughter even organized a family can drive that netted a $1,000   
contribution. We also managed to install air conditioning in several sections of the home. The         
community came alive and supported this effort in a variety of ways.  
 
Slowly but surely, our supporters became advocates. The community learned about the value of 
affordable assisted living for our senior population. This echoed back to the concept of Sanborn’s 
founders –four women pooling their money to hire someone to care for them. This model worked 80 
years ago, and it still does. We hired caregivers and cooks to serve the population, paid with pooled 
money. Over time, the organization became solvent, less dependent on the Jennie Sanborn Trust 
fund—until now. We are again facing lean financial times, but I’m confident in the Administration’s 
ability to find new income streams and keep the beds filled. 
 
 

My Love for Sanborn Gratiot Memorial Home  
By: Bonnie Bracken  



 

 

In addition to my work with SGMH, I have also been a member of the Blue Water Developmental     
Housing Board since 2009, currently serving as Vice President. Over the years, I’ve remained passionate 
about sustaining Sanborn in our community. I was a table host for the Fore Lakes Fundraiser in 2011, 
and the experience reinforced my commitment to seeing Sanborn thrive.  
 
I am very proud of becoming a voice for SGMH and promoting its importance to anyone who will listen. 
We bring together an impressive group of community members based on the number of people we can 
house at one time. Most people I speak with can tell me about a family member or friend who has been 
a resident at SGMH. This Board is comprised of members who have had loved ones reside here, giving 
them inside knowledge of the affordable care their loved ones receive. Every Board member is a staunch 
advocate for SGMH.  
 
The Board experience has deeply influenced my personal life by giving me the chance to speak on      be-
half of SGMH. I take this responsibility seriously: at times, I’ve been a real “pain,” looking for answers 
and asking why staff weren’t putting the energy I thought was needed to keep Sanborn filled and follow 
up on income resources. My hope is that new Board members will continue to ask these hard questions 
and roll up their sleeves to support this “old girl.” 
 
For me, there was never a turning point: it was always about asking, what do we need to do next to keep 
her breathing? SGMH is a necessary spoke in the wheel of our community—we need a Sanborn ll!  
We must care for our senior population as they have cared for us for so many years.  
 
Thinking about legacy brings tears to my eyes. This is a bittersweet departure. My hope is that my efforts 
have brought warmth and care to many individuals who have been residents of SGMH, particularly 
those who had run out of other options.  

 
My current dream is to build another income stream and create a Sanborn ll. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Friday, March 14, 2025 
 

 Tickets tentatively on sale the                                                                                           
      end of November 2024 



Sanborn Gratiot Memorial home was 

gifted a $500 grant to be used within  

the 2024 calendar year to  

purchase food to support our        

residents. This grant was given to us 

through the  

generosity of the Stebbins Family 

Fund established through the  

Community Foundation for       

Southeast Michigan.  The award 

letter came from the Food Bank of 

Eastern  

Michigan and said, “You are an asset 

to help feed the hungry in your  

community.  This funding is vital for 

partner agencies such as yours to 

continue to make an impact in  

serving those in need.”  

 

We thank The Food Bank of Eastern 

Michigan, The Stebbins Family Fund 

and the Community Foundation for 

this much needed  donation.  

 
 

Wishlist Items 
 
Sanborn Gratiot is always accepting donations 
for our residents and sometimes, we 
actually have some items in mind that we need. 
Our current list of items needed for our residents is: 
 
Kleenex 
Body Wash 
Shampoo 
Brushes and Combs 
Adult Wipes 
Standard Size Pillow Cases 
Lap Blankets 
Twin Comforters  
Prizes for Bingo 
 
 
If you or someone you know would like to donate these 
or any items you think our residents would use, please 
feel free to contact Betty Guigar at 810-985-5631 or 
email at sanborn@bwdh.org to arrange for drop off of 
donation items. 

Mary Jaros, of East China, Michigan, recognized the importance of       
supporting her community through donations of her time and    
money. She recognized that she was a fortunate woman and gave 
back when and what she could.  
 
Mary, at the age of ninety-one, passed away recently and prior to her 
death, she asked that her memorials go to Sanborn Gratiot Memorial 
Home. Although Mary was not wealthy, she knew that these small    
memorial gifts would help this nonprofit in the work they did. 
Sanborn Gratiot Memorial Home would like to thank Mary for her 
thoughtfully planned giving.  

 
If you or someone you know would like to leave a legacy to Sanborn, you can contact Kathy 
Baker at Blue Water Developmental Housing, Inc. at 810-388-1200 or The Community      
Foundation of St. Clair County at 810-987-4761, where Sanborn Gratiot Memorial Home has a 
fund set up. 
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A sanctuary where love shines brightly, in the small moments and the big ones,  creating a 

legacy that will live on in every story shared and every life touched.        1944—2024 

Some Halloween fun had by Sanborn staff members.                                 

Betty Guigar, Cheyenne Slade and Jennifer Felisiak 



A Fall Luncheon and Style Show 

was held on  

Thursday, October 24, 2024 

at the 

Port Huron Golf Club 

Fort Gratiot, MI 48059 

Fashions by Suzanne’s 

Music by Ann Y. Gardner 

Auxiliary members dressed in true 1940’s 

attire and all were stunning beauties. 

 

Pictured here are Auxiliary members: 

Judy Haynes, Sue Hinton and               

Nancy Johnson.  

Guests were treated to a delicious lunch of: 

 

PHGC Salad 

Chicken, Swiss Cheese, Oranges,              

Strawberries, Walnuts, & Mangos 

Served with Poppyseed Dressing 

Rolls 

Dessert 

 



The United Way Campaign is in full swing, with a goal of raising $900,000. 

 

Sanborn Gratiot Memorial Home is just one community agency that directly benefits from donations from our              

community. The campaign assists Sanborn with providing permanent housing and services for St. Clair County seniors 

who do not have the financial means to afford the cost of needed housing services. 

 

This is the 100th year the United Way of St. Clair County has been soliciting the     

community to benefit community-based programs aimed at improving people’s lives.  

 

Consider donating to the United Way of St. Clair County through payroll deduction, 

online or by calling the United Way. The campaign runs through November 16, 2024, 

but donations are happily accepted any time of the year.  

 

To find out more about the United Way, contact them online at unitedway@uwstlair.org 

or by calling 810-982-7202. 

mailto:unitedway@uwstlair.org


About Us 

Sanborn Gratiot Memorial Home, Inc.     

provides residential assisted living for the 

elderly with a mission to serve lower       

income seniors who are semi-independent 

and seeking a secure and affordable       

residence.  We are located near beautiful 

Lake Huron in Port Huron, Michigan in St. 

Clair County.  Sanborn Gratiot Memorial 

Home, Inc. is the only “licensed home for 

the aged” in St. Clair County and the only 

senior residence with a mission to serve 

lower income individuals.   

Our expanded circa 1890 Victorian-style 

house is comfortably designed for            

ambulatory individuals and we are licensed 

to provide care for up to 32 residents age 55 

and older.  Paraprofessional staff provide 24 

hour compassionate care for residents    

including personal services, laundry, bathing 

and medication administration.  Please see 

our Activities & Services page for more   

information.   

Mission 

It is the mission of Sanborn Gratiot          

Memorial Home, Inc. to provide an         

affordable, comfortable, safe, assisted living 

home to the aging community while striving 

to maintain a high quality of life for our   

residents through social activities and fami-

ly involvement.   

Endowment Fund 

Sanborn Gratiot Memorial Home  is 
proud to partner with the             
Community Foundation of St. Clair 
County. 

The organization has established an 
endowment fund with the          
Community Foundation. This fund 
supports Sanborn Home by helping 
cover the costs of resident          
activities, furniture, supplies, and 
other operating costs that enhance 
the lives of seniors living in the 
home. 

If you are interested in learning 
more about the Sanborn                 
Endowment Fund or making a     
donation, please go to: 

www.stclairfoundation.org/fund/the
-sanborn-gratiot-memorial-home-
endowment 

Contact Us  

Sanborn Gratiot 

Memorial Home 
2732 Cherry Street  

Port Huron, MI 48060 

(810) 985-5631 

www.sanborngratiot.org  

Do you do a lot of       

shopping online? Want to 

know how you can help 

Sanborn    Gratiot          

Memorial Home while you 

shop online? Go to 

iGive.com and sign up for 

an account. It is a free    

service where shopping at 

any of over 2000 stores 

like Walmart, Travelocity, 

Chewy, Overstock and 

more will mean a percent 

of your purchase will get 

donated back to Sanborn 

at no additional cost to 

you!!  Sign up for your free        

account today and start 

Do you know about Kroger Community 

Rewards? If you shop at Kroger, you can 

link your shopper's reward card to earn 

money for our organization at no cost to 

you and this will not affect your gas 

points! This program is designed so that 

Kroger donates back a percentage of 

your  shopping total to the organization 

you designate and link to your shopper's     

reward card. Just go to Kroger.com and 

scroll to the bottom of the page where it 

says  Community.  Click on Community 

Rewards and follow the  

instructions to 

sign up!   

Sanborn Gratiot Memorial Home is always accepting donations for 

our residents.  Some of the items that we currently need are: Kleenex, 

Body Wash, Shampoo, Craft Supplies, Comforters and prizes for Bingo.    

 

If you or someone you know would like to donate these wish list 

items, please feel free to contact Betty Guigar at 810-985-5631 or 

email her at  Sanborn@bwdh.org.   

Sanborn Gratiot Memorial Home has been an affiliated organization with United Way of 

St. Clair County for many years, enabling you to direct your gift to Sanborn Gratiot         

Memorial Home. Sanborn Gratiot Memorial would like to encourage you to give            

generously to the United Way of St. Clair County to support its efforts to provide            

assistance to many deserving community agencies. Take some time to check out 

the United Way of St. Clair County's website to view current activities, fundraisers,      

newsletter and information about their current campaign.  

Donations to the United Way of St. Clair County can also be made on their website or feel 

free to call 810-985-8169 to see how you can be an "everyday hero".  

 

Be sure to follow us on social media!  

Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn! 

https://www.stclairfoundation.org/fund/the-sanborn-gratiot-memorial-home-endowment
https://www.stclairfoundation.org/fund/the-sanborn-gratiot-memorial-home-endowment
https://www.stclairfoundation.org/fund/the-sanborn-gratiot-memorial-home-endowment
http://www.uwstclair.org/

