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Let’s Go Fly Away!
Marine City Man Takes Flight in Ultralight Aircraft

Sometimes, dreams really do come true.
Just ask Dacey Pritchett of Marine City.
Pritchett, who is paralyzed from the chest down, often watched 

powered parachutes fly through the sky in the Marine City area. 
The opportunity to take off in an ultralight aircraft –basically 
a motor vehicle frame with tires, an aircraft engine and a 
parachute—to enjoy a bird’s eye view was something Pritchett 
thought was not within his reach.

He didn’t know that, within his personal 
caregiver, Sabrina Smith, was a fairy 
godmother in disguise. Smith is employed 
by Blue Water Developmental Housing, 
Inc. and helps support Pritchett, who needs 
assistance with various tasks throughout 
the day.

Pritchett, who became paralyzed in a 
diving accident at the age of 15, is now 
34. His activities are very limited due to 
his disability and so flying free as a bird 
seemed like an out-of-reach dream.

When Pritchett mentioned in 
conversation that flying in an ultralight 
sounded like fun, Smith decided Pritchett 
needed some fun in his life. She set 
about contacting Marine City resident 
Jim Cottrell, who owns several ultralight 

aircraft.
Cottrell was more than willing to help Smith grant Pritchett’s 

wish and in July, Pritchett was able to strap in and go flying.
“I’m so proud of Sabrina for being so attentive to Dacey’s need,” 

said Kathy Swantek, executive director of BWDH. “We always 
encourage our staff to go above and beyond for those we provide 
support to and she certainly did so in this case. It is so awesome to 
be able to provide a lifetime memory for someone.”
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Celebrating
Four Decades
of Compassion

It was 1976 when “Rocky” and “The Bad News Bears” 
both hit the motion picture screen.

Both stories were about down-on-their-luck people 
who overcame many obstacles and challenges on the 
road to rising above adversity. Rocky put in the hard 
work necessary and won the big fight, and the Bad 
News Bears won the big game.

Don’t you just love a happy ending?
Blue Water Developmental Housing, Inc. 

was founded in 1976 by a group of concerned, 
compassionate individuals who, while not “down on 
their luck”, knew they needed to join the movement to 
bring people with disabilities back to their communities 
from state institutions.

 Today, some 40 years later, we continue that mission 
and while we are not planning to go “back to the 
future” we are planning to celebrate this significant 
milestone anniversary with a community party that 
celebrates our humble beginnings four decades ago.

“I Love the 70s” is the theme of our special 40th 
anniversary party and we plan to take a walk down 
memory lane. We will reminisce about the history of 
the organization, we will giggle at the fads and fashions 
that made the decade great, and we will celebrate how 
far we’ve come in the many ways we help care for some 
of the most vulnerable citizens in our community.

So while this is far from a happy “ending,” this 
anniversary celebration does, indeed, find us in a happy 
place. 

We hope you will join us for this momentous 
occasion. Details are located below:

Staff Celebrated at Picnic,
Annual Appreciation Luncheon
Staff from Blue Water 

Developmental Housing, Inc. 
was celebrated twice during 
the summer months.

In June, the annual staff 
appreciation lunch took place 
at Alexander’s in Marysville 
and this year included many 
fun activities, such as on-site 
manicures and massages, prizes 
for all and a build-your-own-
taco bar. 

Comedian Scotty Gunther 
entertained the audience while 
incorporating work-related 
issues and team building 
exercises into his presentation.

“We had more than 125 
employees attend this year 

and that was phenomenal,” 
said Jonathan McCulloch, 
director of residential service at  
BWDH.

The annual staff picnic was 
held in August at Sawmill 
City in Wadhams. Staff 
members, whose families 
were also invited, were served 
a picnic lunch and then were 
free to have fun playing putt-
putt golf, riding go-karts, using 
the water slides and splashing 
it up on bumper boats, among 
other activities.

“We had a good turnout 
with more than 300 attendees 
and it was a lot of fun,” said 
McCulloch.

Staff picnic at Sawmill City!

Staff appreciation luncheon at Alexander’s in Marysville!

i love tHe ‘70s 
a 40tH anniversary celebration

tHursDay, october 27, 2016
solituDe links golf course & banquet center

6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
cocktails/Dinner/guest speakers/fun!

cost:  $35/per person
orDer tickets online at:  bWDH.org



“We are the champions…
We are the champions…
No time for losers…
‘Cause we are the champions of the world!”
--Freddie Mercury of Queen
The Blue Water Developmental Housing, Inc. Residential 

Team won the annual kickball tournament sponsored by the 
Blue Water Center for Independent Living.

BWDH entered two teams in the tournament, which 

BWDH Residential Team Wins Annual Kickball Tournament
And the winners are...

BWDH Staff Volunteers at Community Resource Fair
Best Use of Resources

was held in August. The Residential Team consisted of 
residents and staff from homes that BWDH manages. The 
Community-Based Team consisted of residents and staff 
from homes where BWDH provides staffing to care for 
residents.

“Our Residential Team did win this year and that was very 
exciting,” said Jonathan McCulloch, residential services at 
BWDH. “Everyone who participated had a great time and it 
was a very fun and successful event for all.”

Members of the winning kickball team

In May, staff from Blue 
Water Developmental 
Housing, Inc. volunteered 
at the annual St. Clair 
County Community 
Resource Fair. Held on 
the campus of St. Clair 
County Community 
College in the College 
Center, the fair is free and 
open to the public. It is a 
one-day, one-stop event 
that provides services and 
support to families that 
are struggling financially, 
homeless or who are 

at risk of experiencing 
homelessness. 

The fair is produced each 
year by the Housing and 
Support Work Group 
of the St. Clair County 
Community Services 
Coordinating Body.

BWDH Program 
Supervisors Barb Watson 
and Jennifer Stringer, 
chairs of the logistics and 
donations committees 
for the event were 
instrumental in planning a 
successful event.
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BWDH Residents, Staff Attend  
Detroit Tigers Baseball Game

Casey wasn’t at bat, but the Detroit Tigers took the field and people served by BWDH 
were in the stands watching the game at Comerica Park.

“It was a great day,” said Kari Kral, program supervisor at Maple Street Group Home. 
“People we provide services to loved the game and everyone thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves.”


